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New Year – New Look

With the cost of colour-printing now so
modest, the CSM Council felt it was time to
update the Journal to include more colour
illustrations - and a new banner-top too!
But what do CSM members think? As
always, your letters, articles, news and
ideas are warmly welcome.

Most important of all, we solicit your
prayers. Your petitions to the Lord of
Heaven and Earth help CSM continue to
stand for truth against the false philosophies
and so-called “science” so prevalent in
these days.

Below is news of important developments
at the Genesis Expo. Thank you for
working alongside us in this way.

Ralph Cambridge

The Genesis Expo

Our two neighbours are planning to develop
on all three sides of our premises. The Ship
Leopard is on the left and rear sides and the
Kepples Head on the right. The proposal by
the former shows balconies at the rear that
would overlook our site and if allowed,

would almost certainly prevent us from
developing higher to first or even second
floor level. We are actively considering
developing the rear and a letter strongly
objecting to their proposals has been
submitted. We will keep members informed
of progress and our own thinking on the
possibilities of development of our
premises for increasing the Expo and
adding further facilities.

We have been astonished by your gifts for
the work of CSM. Usually the post
dwindles as the festive season gets into full
swing, but not so this year. The post
brought more and more letters from you,
with unexpected and significant gifts. Even
our auditors have asked us to explain the
sudden upturn.

David & Joan Rosevear

Rafflesia

Rafflesia is a remarkable genus of plants
with some of the world’s largest flowers.
The blooms can be up to 1m wide and
weigh as much as 7kg. They have bright
mottled-red colours and give off a strong
odour, resembling rotten meat, which
attracts the flies that pollinate them.
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As they are parasitic on vines, Rafflesia
have no leaves and almost no stems, and
this has made them difficult to classify until
now.

Recently the BBC website reported on a
study that has analysed the plants’
mitochondrial DNA and concluded that
they should be placed in the plant family
Euphorbiaceae. This was a surprising result
as this family, which includes plants such as
the rubber tree and castor-oil plant, has
characteristically small flowers.

The study proposes that the plants began to
evolve from tiny flowers to enormous ones
around 46 million years ago. Prof Charles
Davis, senior author of the research paper in
which the data were published, is quoted as
saying, “These plants occur exclusively in
tropical rainforest under-storeys, which are
very dimly lit, and they are restricted to the
forest floor. They don’t have an easy way
of presenting their flowers to various
insects for pollination. By maximising their
surface area it is much easier to waft the
funky smell further distances, which lures
carrion flies. Their size means they also
become a very effective stop sign and a
visual cue to lure these flies in so that they
pollinate the plant.”

One might well ask, if there are such
reproductive benefits, why is it that all
flowering plants growing in such dim
habitats haven’t developed enormous
flowers? Isn’t it more likely that these
plants haven’t evolved at all, but were
carefully designed from the start by their
Creator?

Ralph Cambridge

Laki

Another startling report in the news recently
has been “Britain’s Forgotten Disaster” -
the dreadful death toll following the
eruption of Laki, a volcano in Iceland, in
1783.

The volcano spewed out such clouds of
sulphur dioxide and sulphuric acid that
Britain was enveloped in a thick smog and
the sun was described as “covered like it
was soaked in blood”. The naturalist Gilbert
White said it was “unlike anything known
within the memory of man”, and the poet
William Cowper lamented in the summer of
1783 that, “such multitudes are indisposed
by fevers in this country that farmers have
difficulty gathering their harvest, the
labourers having been almost every day
carried out of the field incapable of work
and many die”.

The killer cloud lasted for weeks and
engulfed much of Western Europe as Laki
continued to erupt. About one third of the
population of Iceland died. Recent research
by Dr John Grattan of Aberystwyth
University has established that it was also
the greatest natural disaster in modern
British history.

The tragic consequences of this eruption are
unfortunately by no means unique.
Eruptions, earthquakes and floods occur in
many different parts of the world and bring
disastrous sudden change in their wake. The
destruction caused by, for example, the
eruptions of Vesuvius and Mt St Helens is
well known.

This makes the evolutionist notion of
uniformitarianism – slow, quiet and gradual
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Thousands of tree trunks still litter the ground from the eruption
blast of Mt St Helens.   © DigiCamMan@www.caedes.net

change over many millions of years – seem
completely foolish. The history of this
fallen world is better described as
catastrophic.

Ralph Cambridge

From flying dinos to
Dumbo

The BBC website ('Flying dinos had bi-
plane design' 22 January 2007) has also
reported on research published in
Proceedings of the National Academy of
Science (PNAS) stating that the claimed
transitional half-bird half-dinosaur
Microraptor gui flew like a WWI bi-plane.
It is hard to take this report seriously and
one wonders whether the researchers are
really trying to mock these fossils finds.

(One of the authors, Chatterjee, has
previously claimed to have found bird
remains from the Triassic.)

The problem they identified is that if the
rear legs were used for powered flight then
they would not have been useful for
walking. Instead, the authors suggest the

only way to
make sense of
Microraptor gui
is that the flight
feathers on their
legs were used
for gliding that
enabled lift.

 But what of the
facts? Five of the
six specimens of
Microraptor gui
were bought
from dealers in
the same region
where the

archaeoraptor
fraud was found.
The one specimen
found in the field

by the researchers had no apparent feathers.
This strongly suggests that Microraptor gui
fossils are fake, and ornithologist Alan
Fedducia has commented on gossip that
there is a fake fossil factory in Liaoning
province where this find came from.

Although Microraptor gui is dated to
125myr and claimed to be a transitional
fossil, there are many other fossils of
complete modern-looking birds found in the
same Jiufotang Formation, such as
Yanornis martini. Confuciusornis sanctus, a
fully fledged bird, was found in the deeper
Yixian Formation in the same area and
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originally dated to the Jurassic at 135-
145myr, roughly the same age as
Archaeopteryx. The overall Jehol Group
rock layers of Lioaning Province were
subsequently re-dated with ages reduced to
overcome such contradictions in
evolutionary theory despite the known
equivocal nature of the evidence.

By continuing to claim that Microraptor
gui is 125myr, evolutionists are not even
being consistent with their own theories
when the Jiufotang Formation has been re-
dated to 110myr. When evolutionists are so
keen to find evidence to support their pet
theories that they do not properly scrutinize
the veracity of fossils, is it any wonder that
their 'science' descends into internal
contradictions and absurdity?

The truth is that fully formed birds and fully
formed theropod dinosaurs exist side by
side throughout the Jehol Group layers. The
Jehol Group strata of China show evidence
of rapid burial throughout by dint of the
preserved delicate organic structures of the
fossils, and this is best explained by the
Noahic Flood.

Andrew Sibley

“Primitive” shark

On 23rd January some fishermen in Japan
alerted staff of the Awashima Marine Park
that they had spotted a strange eel-like
creature with a mouth full of razor-sharp
teeth swimming in shallow water. The

creature was captured and
later identified as a female
frilled shark (Chlamy-
doselachus anguineus), a
very rarely seen species of
so-called primitive sharks
that normally lives in
deeper water.

Staff of the AMP were
concerned that the animal
might be unwell, and a
few hours later it did
indeed die. The species
normally lives in depths of
120m – 1280m where it
feeds on squid and
deepwater fish. Related
species are known only
from fossil teeth, and the
frilled shark itself was
thought extinct until
discovered in Japanese
waters in the 19th Century.
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This fascinating discovery reminds us of
how little we yet know about the ocean
depths and the creatures that live in them.
In 1938 a coelacanth - a group supposedly
extinct for millions of years - was caught
near the mouth of the Chalumna river in
South Africa. In 1977 the carcass of a
creature resembling a plesiosaur was
dredged up in the nets of a trawler off the
coast of New Zealand (see CSM booklet
The Japanese carcass a plesiosaur-type
mammal by Malcolm Bowden). One
wonders how many more discoveries of
“extinct” and “primitive” creatures still
around today it will take before the
supposed evolutionary history of the world
is finally discarded as a fantasy.

Ralph Cambridge

Powerful Theories
A modern-day Aesop’s fable

Sir Isaac Newton, Sir Robert Boyle and
Charles Darwin were shipwrecked on a
tropical island. Becoming very hungry, they
roamed the beach hoping to find some
provisions washed ashore from the wreck.
Suddenly they spotted a large crate of tins
of baked beans lodged in the sand. There
was only one problem: they had nothing to
open the tins.
“Don’t worry”, said Newton, “according to
my theory of gravity, all we have to do is
climb up the cliff and throw the tins down.
When they hit the rocks, they’ll break
open.”
“I have a better idea”, said Boyle,
“according to my theory of gas pressures,
all we have to do is make a fire and put the
tins on it. They will soon burst open with
the heat.”

“I have an even better idea”, said Darwin.
“According to my theory of Evolution, I
have no trouble in imagining that we have a
tin-opener.”

Dr Stephen Hayes

Quote

Peter Hitchens, a journalist with The Mail,
has an online blog and recently he aired on
it the subject of Intelligent Design. He
comments that he was surprised by the level
of invective he received as a result. In a
follow-up blog entry (http://
hitchensblog.mailonsunday.co.uk/, accessed
28 January 2007) he says:

“…my opponents in this case are
supposed to be supporters of
science, the kingdom of reason in
which discourse must surely be
temperate and polite. Here are a few
phrases culled from the
contributions of these confident
rationalists: ‘Insult to the
intelligence'; 'corrupting
brainwashing’; ’doublethink’;
'fairytales'; 'scientifically useless’.
Where is the impartial scientific
tribunal to which one may go, which
can rule scientifically on whether
these barbs are justified? There isn't
one. There couldn't be. Science
shows itself right or wrong in
experiments of the kind that
Darwinists (who are in fact scientific
historians with a theory about the
distant past) cannot conduct. So
why, if this is a debate about cold
science, are they used?”
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Why indeed. Is it not because evolutionism
is really an ideology? Any questioning of it
is perceived as a threat to an entrenched
worldview, a worldview that demands its
own way and ignores the existence and the
rightful claims of the Creator. However, the
outcome has already been made known.
The Bible makes it clear that one day every
knee will bow and will acknowledge that
Jesus Christ is Lord.

Ralph Cambridge

Book review
J.C.Sanford, Genetic Entropy and the
Mystery of the Genome, Ivan Press,
2005.

John Sanford has had a notable career as a
leading geneticist, including time as a
Professor and researcher at Cornell
University, one of the leading universities
in America. Sanford’s work has included
research into plant genetics using selective
breeding programmes to improve stock, and
developed genetic engineering methods. He
has written over 70 papers and obtained
over 25 patents in the process. (Cornell was
in fact founded by Andrew Dixon White
who was one of the main proponents of the
conflict hypothesis between science and
faith, so it is fitting that Sanford, as a
notable Professor from that institution,
should now write this book.)

Once a committed Darwinist, Sanford has
in recent years come to reject Darwinism
and has written this exciting book entitled
Genetic Entropy and the Mystery of the
Genome. Sanford now rejects the Primary
Axiom of evolution; that random mutations
and natural selection are able to lead to new

genetic information and to evolutionary
progression. He comments in the Prologue
for instance that:

“Modern Darwinism is built on
what I will be calling “The Primary
Axiom”….It has become my
conviction that the Primary Axiom is
insidious on the highest level –
having catastrophic impact on
countless human lives. Furthermore,
every form of objective analysis I
have performed has convinced me
that the Axiom is clearly false. So
now, regardless of the consequences,
I have to say it out loud: the Emperor
has no clothes!” [his emphasis]

Sanford thoroughly investigates the
research into population genetics and
presents it in as readable fashion as possible
for such a complex subject. However, some
important evidence has been presented that
was new to me. In one of his main
examples he compared for instance the
ability of the phenotype (the whole
organism) to select one mutant nucleotide
from the genome to the children’s story of a
princess feeling a pea through thirteen
mattresses. Quite simply he argues that
natural selection will never select anything
so small as a single mutation, because the
‘noise’ of factors such as luck (survival of
the luckiest) will always over-ride
everything else. He demonstrates that
beneficial mutations, even if they do occur,
remain within the no selection zone and that
even neutral mutations have an
accumulative harmful effect on the genome
over time.

Sanford then goes through the main themes
of modelling population genetics and brings
out such dilemmas as that of Haldane’s
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from 1957. Haldane found that higher
vertebrates couldn’t afford to pay the cost
of selection because the birth rate is too
small. However, such evidence has simply
been ignored by evolutionary science. In
the appendices Sanford provides some very
useful quotes that show that population
geneticists have known about these
problems for decades, but the complexity of
the subject matter has allowed evolutionists
to ignore it and pretend these problems are
not real.

What is more is that things are getting
worse for evolution as the calculated
number of new mutations per person per
generation has been found to be greater
than thought, and also the amount of DNA
considered ‘junk’ is decreasing all the time
as science uncovers new levels of
complexity.

This leads to a worrying conclusion; that
the genome of all organic life including the
genome of human beings is deteriorating at
an alarming rate. Sanford notes that
humanity’s only hope lies in salvation and
restoration through Jesus Christ, not in
Darwinism.

Andrew Sibley

Progress, Progress

Adapted from a poem by CSM member
Sigvard von Brevern.

“We belong to the clan of Neanderthal man,
Clear proof of our evolution.
God is quite dead”, the atheists said,
“Let Science be your solution.”
But now it has come out that, after all,
He’s not a half-ape, not our father at all!

“We’re related instead”, the experts said,
“From our studies of genes in his bones,
To a long-extinct race in some other place,
Such as hobbits or garden gnomes.
And we all believe, with steadfast resolve,
That we are continuing to evolve!”

“At such a grand rate, our present-day state
Will develop with steady persistence.
From half-ape and troll, our progress will
roll,
To a further milestone of existence.
The experts all say (we have taken a poll)
The next species is... er... the cabbage-patch
doll.

Cuttings & Comments
from  New Scientist
by Dr David Rosevear

The 18th November edition of New Scientist
celebrates 50 years of its publication. It
contains many interesting articles from the
past as well as this week’s news and
comment. As usual we confine ourselves to
items concerned with Creation and
evolution theory.
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18 November 2006 p. 8 In place of God
This reports on a symposium in California
entitled ‘Beyond belief: science, religion,
reason and survival’. It addressed the
questions Should science do away with
religion? What would science put in
religion’s place? and Can we be good
without God?
“First up to address the initial question
was cosmologist Steven Weinberg of the
University of Texas, Austin. His answer
was an unequivocal yes. ‘The world
needs to wake up from the long
nightmare of religion’, Weinberg told the
congregation. ‘Anything we scientists can
do to weaken the hold of religion should
be done, and may in fact be our greatest
contribution to civilisation.’ Those
uncompromising words won Weinberg a
rapturous response.”
Richard Dawkins of Oxford said that
Weinberg was being conciliatory,
“‘scraping the barrel’ to have something
nice to say about religion. ‘I am utterly
fed up with the respect we have been
brainwashed into bestowing upon
religion’, Dawkins told the assembly.”
Carolyn Porco of the Space Science
Institute in Colorado was sure that science
itself should replace religion.
“Astronomers in particular, she
suggested, regularly confront the big
questions of wonder. ‘The answers to
these questions have produced the
greatest story ever told and there isn’t a
religion that can offer anything better...
The answers to why we are here, if they
exist at all, will be found in astronomy
and evolution’, she said.”
However, there were some saner comments.
Professor Joan Roughgarden of Stanford
pointed out that “science’s ethics were
open to being manipulated – notably by
biotechnology companies – leading her to

seriously doubt that a workable morality
could be developed by the rationalist
scientific community.”
The editor in chief of Skeptic magazine
pointed out that religions had raised
hundreds of millions of dollars for the
hurricane Katrina disaster. “Religions did
way more than the government did, and
there were no scientific groups rushing to
help the victims.”
“For all the evangelical fervour, some
attendees suggested that a little more
humility might be in order.  ‘This is Alice
in Wonderland, it’s just a neo-Christian
cult’, Scott Atran of the CNRS in Paris
told New Scientist. ‘The arguments being
put forward here are extraordinarily
blind and simplistic. The Soviets taught
kids in school about science – religiously
– and it didn’t work out too well. I just
don’t think scientists, when they step out
of science, have any better insight than
the ordinary schmuck on the street. It
makes me embarrassed to be an
atheist.’”
There is increasing activity by militant
atheists in TV programmes and books. In
fact, the situation has become like that
before the first global judgment in the days
of Noah. Job 22 tells us that those wicked
men were cut down before their time,
whose foundations were swept away by a
flood. They said to God, ‘Depart from us!
What can the Almighty do to us?’ Yet He
filled their houses with good things. The
CSM stands as a bastion against such
atheistic evolutionism.

25 November p. 18 Leggy lizards evolve
in fast-forward
Yet again, zoologists are confusing
variation within a kind (they call it micro-
evolution) with bacteria-to-bonobos
Darwinian theoretical evolution. A team
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from Harvard introduced a predatory lizard
to small islands in the Bahamas, home to
the lizard Anolis sagrei. Immediately
following this invasion, measurements
showed that longer legged lizards survived
in greater numbers than shorter legged
Anolis. They were faster at retreating from
the predator lizard. “Within six months,
however, the lizards learned to spend
more time up in the branches of shrubs,
where their predator could not follow. As
a result, natural selection did an about-
face to favour short-legged lizards, which
are better climbers.”
“The speed with which these lizards
respond to changing conditions – faster
than any other animal studied that Losos
is aware of – may help to explain why the
genus has exploded into some 400
different species, he says.” First to last
they remain A. sagrei. Natural selection can
only select from the existing genome. It
cannot create new genetic information.

25 November p. 96 Feedback
This tongue-in-cheek back page reports
how someone tried to access from a school
the web site of Professor Richard Dawkins.
The school’s net filter, Netsweeper, blocked
www.richarddawkins.net on the grounds
that it was an occult site. Amazed, the
person tried to check his rating with another
net filter called Sonicwall. This blocked
access on the grounds that the site was
religious.
Since atheism and evolutionism are both
faith positions, I guess the filters were
justified.

25 November Cruel world
On the readers’ questions page, Brian
Kavanagh notes that “scientists have
worked out the evolutionary basis for
many behaviours such as altruism and

jealousy. However, over the millennia,
people have been unbelievably and
gratuitously cruel to each other. The
evolutionary advantage of this is not
obvious. So what’s the biological basis of
human cruelty?”
We think it is a heart complaint.

2 December p. 4 Creationist creep
New Scientist continues to get worked up
about creationism in schools. “Now,
making what most see as a mockery of its
name, Truth in Science has circulated
material to UK schools aiming to counter
the teaching of evolution in science
classes. Some 59 schools in the UK are
now using the information packs, which
promote the notion that life on Earth was
created through intelligent design, a
euphemism for the biblical story of
creation.
“The best way to overcome this
pernicious situation is for religious
leaders and scientists to come together to
discuss how religion and science can be
compatible...” Elsewhere in this issue (p.8)
biology professor Lewis Wolpert of UCL
comments: “There is just no evidence for
intelligent design. It should be banned
from science classes.” Taken together with
the report on ‘In place of God’ above, one
questions the sincerity of those who claim
to look for compatibility between religion
and science. They want us to abandon great
swaths of Scripture, while they claim there
is no God.

9 December p. 21 Bats have magnetic
super-sense
“As if one supra-human sense –
echolocation – was not enough, it turns
out that bats have another. Like birds,
they can navigate by sensing Earth’s
magnetic field. The only other mammals
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known to do this are naked mole rats and
Siberian hamsters.” All this seems like
intelligent design to me. After all, sonar
navigation and the use of a magnetic
compass for ships to find their way both
required a modicum of savvy to invent.

9 December pp. 44-57 Opinion special:
Lone voices
Here we have seven people who have made
strides in their field of science by not
staying with conventional wisdom.
Page 53 profiles a junior doctor, Barry
Marshall who found the antibiotic treatment
for stomach and duodenal ulcers. He saw
that they were caused by the bacterium
Helicobacter pylori, and not as the experts
said, by stress, diet and alcohol.

To prove his case he swallowed the H.
pylori to induce the ulcer and then treated
himself successfully with antibiotics. He
comments here: “There is a lot of inertia
in research. People running major
research projects can’t suddenly change
tack and move the whole lab into another
area...I was annoyed about the level of

Electron micrograph of H. pylori

opposition to our theory, and that people
were not testing it, but now I realise that
it takes time for an idea to gain
acceptance.”
Maybe in time intelligent design may
become accepted, but don’t hold your
breath. It is a spiritual problem.

Page 54 profiles Dr. John Baumgardner
who now works for our sister organisation,
the Institute for Creation Research in
California. “Few scientists believe that
our planet was created some 10,000 years
ago and maintain that the Biblical
account of Noah’s flood is the literal
truth. To have published papers in
Nature and Science while holding these
views is almost unheard of. John
Baumgardner, creationist and
geophysical modeller, tells Peter Aldhous
how his Christian faith has shaped an
unusual scientific career.” During his
career, Baumgardner, who has a doctorate
in geophysics, has developed a computer
model for the interior of the Earth that has
been widely used. “My main interest is
modelling catastrophic plate tectonics.

Laboratory experiments
show that silicate minerals
can weaken by a factor of
a billion under relatively
modest stress change. As a
slab of rock descends into
the mantle, there’s
deformation in the zone
between the slab and the
surrounding mantle. As
the stress increases, the
material becomes weaker,
allowing the slab to fall
more rapidly. This
increases the stress, so you

have positive feedback. This allows plate
motions that are generally understood to
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require hundreds of millions of years to
unfold to occur in a few weeks.”

On page 57, another lone voice, Nobel
laureate Brian Josephson says: “It’s also
hard to change how people think. People
have vested interests, and their projects
and reputations would be threatened if
certain things were shown to be true.”
Although he was not referring to folk
whose careers depend on their believing
evolution theory, this is certainly the most
important area where his words apply.

16 December p. 6 Haul of fame
“ Neoglyphea neocaledonica – nicknamed
the ‘Jurassic shrimp’ – was known only
from 50-million-year-old fossils until a
living specimen turned up in a census
net.” One wonders why none had been
fossilised over the megennia (to coin a
word), unless of course the dating method is
plain wrong.

16 December p. 8 The God lab
New Scientist has investigated Biologic, an
institute in Seattle, Washington, recently set
up to do hands-on research into intelligent
design that can be published in science
journals. It is funded by the Discovery
Institute. Ron Numbers, who
disconcertingly once phoned me up (think
about it) when researching for his book The
Creationists, said: “ It will be good for the
troops if leaders in the ID movement can
claim: ‘We’re not just talking theory. We
have labs, we have real scientists working
on this.’”

16 December p. 16 Why life on Earth was
a sure thing
This unbelievably optimistic heading
heralds the news that scientists have broken
down oxalo-acetate with UV light at room

temperature, catalysed by particles of zinc
sulphide ore. This is part of the Krebs cycle
(a metabolic pathway) in reverse. The
article then claims that the infamous Miller
experiment (even disowned by Miller)
“showed how bio-molecules could arrive
spontaneously as a result of physical
processes”. See CSM pamphlet 331 ‘Can
life arrive spontaneously?’

16 December p.18 Love thy neighbour –
so you can kill the others off
One is frequently lost in admiration for the
ingenuity of the Just So evolutionary
explanations. Why, in a dog-eats-dog world
should we care for the sick? We may need
their help to go to war, according to Samuel
Bowles, a New Mexico economist. “For
example, one of the consequences of an
inter-group conflict may be a broken leg
– a potentially fatal injury for the person
affected, as it would leave them unable to
forage. Food sharing would mean they
could survive, ultimately making it less
risky for the group to go to war.”
And they say that creationism is pseudo-
science!

23/30 December p. 13 Evolution in
Action
What could New Scientist say about
evolution in their news review of 2006?
Three items. Firstly the long and short of
Anolis sagrei ( see 25 November p.18
above) that is all about variation within a
kind. Secondly, there were two butterfly
species that arose abruptly from
hybridisation between existing species. No
new genetic information there then, simply
selection of genes.  And thirdly?
“Biologists also witnessed evolutionary
misfires, where new species in the act of
diverging from a parent species failed to
retain their distinct identity and merged
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back again through hybridisation.” So no
evolutionary change in 2006. I believe I
could make a confident prediction for 2007,
couldn’t you?

23/30 December p. 16 To be or knot to be
“For decades it has been the main
contender for a unified theory of physics,
a deep foundation beneath matter and all
of existence. But to some, string theory is
beginning to look less like a foundation
and more like a folly: intricate, beautiful
and ultimately useless...This simple
concept promises enormous rewards,
providing a single framework to unite all
the fundamental forces of nature, even
recalcitrant gravity.”  Two new books in
2006 “pointed out that after all these
years, string theory, with its umpteen
dimensions of space-time, still hasn’t
produced any testable predictions. It’s
not really physics, just mathematics.”
This theory offers some 10500 solutions,
each resulting in a different universe with
different constants and particles. We are,
they aver, in the one that is just right, which
relieves us of the need to invoke a Designer
God. “To opponents, that’s a cop-out.”
Meanwhile physicists are tying their hopes
to a new theory, ‘loop quantum gravity’.
Sounds as loopy as the theory they are
disentangling themselves from.

6 January 2007 p. 36 Under colour of
darkness
“It has always been assumed that
nocturnal animals ...see the world in
black and white. So when animal
biologist and vision specialist Almut
Kelber began studying nocturnal vision
in geckos and moths, she was intrigued to
discover that some species were actually
seeing in colour...If only rods [parts of
the retina that do not react to colour] are

active in low light, how do nocturnal
geckos see in colour at night? The answer
[oh my best beloved, as Kipling would say
in his Just So stories] goes back to an early
stage in the gecko evolutionary history,
when no lizard was active after sunset.
‘Lizards are very diurnal animals. They
have got four different kinds of cone in
their retina,’ says Kelber. ‘They can see
all the different types of colour that we
can see, plus ultraviolet.’  Over millions
of years, the diurnal lizards used their
rods so little that they simply evolved
away, leaving the animals with only cone
cells. This was fine while they were only
diurnal, but at some point in the past one
type of lizard, the geckos, became active
at night. This left them in a bit of a mess,
since they couldn’t see in the dark
without rods. Then, says Kelber, two
important things happened. First they
got rid of their red-sensitive cones, which
are the first to fail in low light, leaving
them with cones sensitive to blue, green
and ultraviolet. Then the outer segment
of these remaining cones, the part that
absorbs the light, altered to become
longer and highly sensitive – more like
rods.”
When the article is dealing in factual
matter, rather than evolutionary Just So
stories, it shows something of the great
variety of the Lord’s creativity. While the
gecko, the only vertebrate so far known to
see in colour after dark, has a lens eye,
invertebrates such as honey bees, butterflies
and moths have compound, multifaceted
eyes. Hawkmoths can distinguish different
coloured flowers after sunset so must be
using colour vision. There is speculation
that some denizens of the deep ocean use
colour vision.
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13 January p. 5 Canyon tall tales
The National Park Service that looks after
such sites as the Grand Canyon in Arizona,
had promised in 2003 to review its position
over selling Tom Vail’s creationist book
Grand Canyon – a different view (available
from CSM). Public Employees for
Environmental Responsibility, A PEER
pressure group in Washington, is griping
that such a religious book is on sale in a
government funded park. “NPS spokesman
David Barna compares the park’s
bookshops to a public library, with books
on ‘many alternative beliefs’, adding ‘it
is not our role to tell people what to
believe’.”
The book sells well in the park, and through
CSM.

13 January p. 8 A subtle key to human
diversity
The differences between the genomes of
people of different ethnic origin are
startlingly small, and what variation does
exist is greater between individuals than
between ethnic groups.

13 January p. 18 Letters
Here is a whole page (5 letters) about
creationism/ ID – some for, some
immoderately against.

13 January p. 84 Feedback
This year-end, the New Scientist readers’
competition was to write a letter home as
though you were an extra-terrestrial visiting
Planet Earth. As usual, standards of entry
were high. Examples: “3 rd planet –
colonisation candidate. CO2 rising and
almost breathable.” “Natives wonderful.
Send ketchup.”
My favourite was “Anthropologists will
have a field day here. They’ve got a
creation myth that everything started

with a ‘big bang’. They’ve even got the
math to prove it.”

20 January p. 16 Did the new moon lose
its iron heart?
“The current theory says that the
material that now forms our moon was
ejected when Earth was struck by
another planet-sized body. But Peter
Noerdlinger at St Mary’s University in
Halifax, Canada, says this theory has
problems. ‘The collision has to be
implausibly gentle. You practically need
someone to hold a Mars-sized object just
above Earth and drop it, to avoid
messing up Earth’s orbit.’
“The simpler idea that Earth and the
moon were created from the same gas
cloud has been rejected because it could
not explain why Earth formed an iron
core and the moon did not.” Noerdlinger
suggests that the proto-moon did have an
iron core that got ripped away by a close
encounter with Earth. The fact that our
moon is structurally different from the
Earth agrees with Genesis 1 that says that it
was formed along with other space objects
on Day Four.

20 January p. 31 Instant gold
“For as long as anyone has understood
the basics of geology, it has been assumed
that it takes millions of years for gold ore
to be deposited. Now investigations of a
mysterious mine at the centre of a
volcano on Lihir Island in Papua New
Guinea are changing all that...’My gut
feeling looking at Lihir is that it formed
in the same time it took Mt St Helens to
blow up – a month, a day, maybe as short
as 5 hours’, Hall says.”

27 January p.10 Did humans wipe out
Australia’s big beasts?
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Fossilised remains of prehistoric marsupial
lions, giant wombats and kangaroos, owls
and parrots have been found in the Nullabor
Plain in south-central Australia and the
Naracoorte caves in south-eastern Australia.
The cache contains fossils of 69 species of
mammal, bird and reptile, some never
recorded before, and includes many
complete skeletons. There are tree-climbing
kangaroos, so the site was once home to
vegetation, unlike the few shrubs found
there today. Scientists speculate whether
humans killed of the continent’s mega-
fauna (human remains have also been
uncovered) or whether the extinction was
the result of a severe ice age. A probable
biblical view of their history would include
dispersal from Babel after the flood,
followed by an ice age.

27 January p.16 Snow, teeth, paint...
nothing is whiter than this beetle
“The scales of the Cyphochilus beetle are
whiter than milk and tooth enamel...But
what makes the beetles truly remarkable is
that they achieve this dazzling whiteness
with a layer of scales a mere 5 micrometres
thick...each one is made up of
randomly arranged
interweaving filaments. These
scatter all the visible
wavelengths of light in every
direction, creating the
whiteness...The team hopes
that mimicking the beetles’
shell could help create better
detergents, whiter paints and
brighter light displays.”
Was the beetle designed to be
whiter than our best paint and
paper, or has natural selection
given it the appearance of
being designed, as
evolutionists claim? Why

should nature select for a whiteness that is
more brilliant than the beetles’
surroundings, even in snow? Certainly not
for camouflage. Such an ultra-white shirt is
beyond the reasonable demands of a fussy
mate. The spacing between the filaments is
crucial to its brilliance.

27 January p.18 The search must go on
“We live on a planet swamped by life
forms, yet we don’t know how life got
going, or where. Discovering that it had
also begun elsewhere in the universe would
be an amazing breakthrough. Discovering
that intelligent life had evolved elsewhere
would be even more extraordinary. At a
stroke, it would answer some of the most
profound questions – scientific and cultural
– that humanity has asked.”
It would, if found, confirm evolution theory
as fact and show that life was not the
creation of God. Unfortunately for the
evolutionists “millions have been spent and
we have yet to bag a single little green
fellow.”
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“Monica Grady of the Natural History
Museum in London has said finding alien
life is of paramount importance. ‘It will
help us understand our own origins so much
more completely’...The search for funding
for SETI is getting desperate.”

NASA’s public funding of the Search for
Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence was
withdrawn in 1993. When one considers the
precise criteria required for life to flourish,
irrespective of the need for intelligent
design, one can see why many regard the
search as too long a shot.

Facts and Figures

The Genesis Expo’s prime position in the
historic waterfront area of Portsmouth
means that it continues to attract many
visitors. On 31st January it had been open
to the public for seven years. The total
attendance figure was 41,320.

Credit card payments

We much regret that due to increased bank
transaction charges, it has become
necessary to add a surcharge of 60p per
transaction to payments made by credit
card, whether for subscription renewals or
purchase of goods. There is however no
surcharge applied to payments made by
cheque.
Some members very generously give over
and above their annual subscriptions in
order to support the work of CSM. Needless
to say, surcharges are not added in such
circumstances.

 Meetings

Kevin Tuck will be speaking on Creation
and Evolution at St Andrew’s Church,
Bennett Road, Bournemouth on Sunday
18th March, 10.00am. Contact Revd
Graham Roberts 01202 396022

Dr David Rosevear, Andrew Sibley and
Kevin Tuck will be speaking at the 2007
Spring Conference at Victoria Baptist
Church, Eldon Road, Eastbourne on
Saturday 21st April. Contact 01323 732788
or  www.creationconferences.co.uk

Coventry Creation vs Evolution Weekend.
Dr Farid Abou-Rahme will be speaking at
Church Street Gospel Hall on Sunday 13th

May, 6.30pm. Contact 01604 766476.

Lyme Regis Fossil Festival - CSM is
planning to have an exhibition and book
shop in Bethany Chapel, Combe Street, at
the same time as the Lyme Regis Fossil
Festival, plus evening events and afternoon
fossil walks on the beach. Dates from 4th to
6th May 2007. Please check out the website
for further news.
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New DVDs

Just published
A two-disc set covering three illustrated
talks by Dr Farid Abou-Rahme:

* Evidence for the Flood and Noah’s
Ark
* Science and the Bible
* Creation or Evolution? Let Science be
the Judge

Price £13.00. Available from CSM.

Creation Science Movement
PO Box 888, Portsmouth PO6 2YD, UK

Founded 1932, Registered Charity 801745
www.csm.org.uk;  info@csm.org.uk;  02392 293988

Visit the Genesis Expo, 17-18 The Hard, Portsmouth PO1 3DT
Open Tuesday through Saturday, 10am to 4pm

If you would like a CSM speaker for your church, school,
university, town hall or whatever, please telephone or email
us as in the panel below, giving choices of dates if possible.
A contribution to CSM towards expenses would be
appreciated. We would be able to offer a creationist
bookstall.


